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Schoolhouse
Guide Map Sticker: DONKEY

Character: URSULA COTTA

Speaker:  ____________________________

Coordinator:  ________________________

Location:  ___________________________

Your schoolhouse can be as simple or complex as your site allows. Rows of plain 
wooden benches should provide enough seating for each tour group. A wooden 
lectern will work for your teacher.

Supplies: Print ten to fifteen copies of Basic German Vocabulary Worksheets and one or 
two copies of the Donkey cutout from the Site Reproducible Pages. Attach the Donkey 
image to cardstock and cut out the image and attach a string for participants to wear.

URSULA: Welcome, I am Ursula Cotta. My husband was a wealthy merchant in the city of Eisenach 
(EYE-zen-ahk), Germany. Because of our financial blessings, our family often gave assistance to 
students attending the local school. I came to know Martin Luther when he moved to Eisenach 
in 1498.

Martin Luther began his education at the Latin School in Mansfield when he was just four-and-
a-half years old. Most boys then did not start school until they were seven or eight. At the time, 
schools focused on memorizing language and vocabulary. If a student behaved badly in class 
or performed poorly on his lessons, the teacher might force the student to wear a symbol of a 
donkey or even a donkey mask to indicate what a foolish scholar he was.

In 1497, Martin went to a school in Magdeburg for one year. The training there was very severe, 
so in 1498 Luther’s parents sent him to school in Eisenach. I first heard Martin singing in church 
and took him in as a boarder in exchange for taking my nephew, Henry, to school each day and 
supervising his homework. Ours was a loving home that lived by faith. Martin later wrote that 
our family influenced his concept of a Christian household many years later.

Martin Luther left Eisenach at age 17 to attend the university in Erfurt, where he was meant to 
study for a law degree. But following a terrifying experience with lightning in a summer storm, 
he vowed to become a monk and entered the monastery in Wittenberg. Luther’s parents were 
very upset with this change in plans but allowed him to continue his studies.
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See how well participants can memorize some basic German words and phrases using the Basic German 
Vocabulary Worksheet. Caution participants to study carefully; if they do poorly they might have to wear 
the donkey! Allow a few minutes for participants to look over the worksheet, and then quiz them to see 
how well they learned their lessons. If participant “students” perform poorly, make sure they take a turn 
wearing the donkey.

URSULA: God provided Martin Luther the opportunity for an education from a very young age. 
Luther used his education so others could learn about salvation through faith in Christ alone. 
Later in his life, Luther wrote resources like the Small Catechism to provide for the education 
of children in the basic teachings of the faith.

Have participants place the Donkey sticker on their Guide Map as they complete their German language 
lessons.

SAMPLE
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Indulgence Sales
Guide Map Sticker: TREASURY CHEST

Character: JOHN TETZEL

Speaker:  ____________________________

Coordinator:  ________________________

Location:  ___________________________

Indulgence sales typically took place in the public marketplace. Provide a small 
platform for John Tetzel to stand on while he preaches and talks to the people. Off to 
one side, provide a simple wooden table with a wooden or metal lockbox on top to 
gather offerings for indulgences.

Supplies: Copies of Indulgence from Site Reproducible Pages, wooden box, and pens

TETZEL: I am John Tetzel. The sale of indulgences is based on the concept that Jesus and the saints 
had done more good works than they themselves needed. These good works were stored in a 
heavenly treasury and could be transferred by the Church to others who needed them. These 
extra good works could even release the souls of the living and dead from purgatory.

Albert of Brandenburg wanted to be the next archbishop. At only twenty-three years old, 
Albert was too young, so he offered the pope $550,000 to secure the job. Albert borrowed the 
money from some bankers and used the sale of indulgences to repay the debt.

I was Albert’s master salesman. We would announce my arrival weeks ahead of time. My 
assistant would visit the town first and gather information on the citizens and how wealthy 
they were. First, I would preach a sermon in the city square about hell, showing the agony of 
unbelievers. The second sermon, preached in a local church, was on purgatory, picturing the 
relatives and dear ones crying out for relief from their suffering. Last, I preached a sermon on 
the paradise of heaven.

After these three sermons, people were ready to buy indulgences for themselves and their 
dead relatives. The wealthy might pay as much as $2,000 for an indulgence, while the poorest 
faithful would be required to perform certain acts of prayer and penance. The Church put 
much of the money raised through the sales of indulgences into the building of St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome. Frederick the Wise refused to allow me to sell indulgences in Saxony, but 
many came to see me when I was in neighboring towns just across the Saxon border.
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To help encourage the sale of indulgences, the Church issued indulgence letters promising 
forgiveness for the buyer or their relative. These letters contained blanks where the name 
of the purchaser would be filled in. As the coin in the coffer rings, so the soul from purgatory 
springs!

Show participants a copy of an indulgence and offer them for sale. Have some fun with the group as you 
try to convince them that they need to purchase an indulgence. Before participants depart, make sure to 
provide a Treasury Chest sticker to place on their Guide Map.

SAMPLE




